Date: ____________  Section: ___________ 

Name: ________________________________

SCIENCE LAB REPORT


A lab report should provide another person with enough information to duplicate your experiment. It must be neat, complete, have your name clearly written and submitted on time.

        I.      TITLE

The name of the lab as described in lab manual or given by the teacher.

      II.      PURPOSE OR HYPOTHESIS

A single statement telling what measurement you made, what relationship you investigated or what skills/process you learned (sometimes related to specific questions you are trying to answer). If a hypothesis is required, it should be clear and concise.

    III.      MATERIAL LIST OR EQUIPMENT REQUIRED AND EXPERIMENTAL SET-UP (DIAGRAM OR FIGURE)

A list of materials and/or equipment necessary to perform the experiment and a simple, neat, suitably labeled line drawings to show how the apparatus and materials are set up.

    IV.      PROCEDURE

A step-by-step list of things to do in order to perform the experiment including safety precautions. If specific quantities of materials are to be used, it should be mentioned here.

      V.      DATA TABLE, OBSERVATIONS AND GRAPHS

Data tables showing your personal results and the class results will be drawn neatly with a ruler and units for numbers must be specified. (Computer print-out is acceptable). Graphs shall be made in accordance with standard graphing procedures. Observations should be clearly and neatly written. Diagrams of observations should have large structures clearly labeled.

    VI.      ANALYSIS

Describe in your own words, the reasons for what happened in the experiment. State what scientific principles are illustrated. Show what calculations were performed (formula used, conversion factors, etc.). If specific questions are asked, answer them in this section.

Include an error (or limitation) analysis. Make sure to discuss the precision and accuracy of the measured values and to calculate percent errors whenever possible. Make sure to discuss the mean value of your numerical results and how it diverge from the expected or known value (use standard deviation if needed).

After stating results, tell what they mean and how they apply to what you know. Use additional drawings, graphs, diagrams, and explanations as necessary to make your case convincing. If you use quotes, reference books or articles, cite your sources of information as per WHS standard format.

  VII.      CONCLUSION OR THEORY (AS APPLICABLE)

A single statement of conclusion, relating to your purpose/hypothesis, telling the numerical value of the measurement and percent error, or the relationship you found. Should the experiment be repeatable and consistent throughout the classroom, a theory could be formed. In this case, write a short paragraph describing what the theory is clearly and neatly.
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